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Millions of Free Dollars Available to Volusia and Flagler Residents
Story Highlights: 

· Local governments have recognized the importance of the EITC program and have made city, and county proclamations to honor January 31st as EITC Day and/or to acknowledge the importance of Financial Education and Stability. 

· Potentially $68 Million to be brought into Volusia and Flagler Counties this year via the Earned Income Tax Credit.
· Sadly each year over $6 Million goes unclaimed by those who qualify. 
· Families who qualify can receive free tax prep and filing from trained volunteers who can help maximize their returns through the Campaign for Working Families with the support of the United Way of Volusia-Flagler and other partners. 

· Case example:  local father Loren Cooper, a Family Renew Community client, was able to receive almost $4500 in returns that will be going into his housing fund to help get him and his 2 children a home. 

2008 was a difficult year for many families who saw decreases in income due to unemployment.  What many families may not be aware of is that because of those losses they may now qualify for benefits that they had not in the past.  The Campaign for Working Families and the United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties, along with many other partners are teaming up to help raise awareness of the Earned Income Tax Credit and free tax preparation services.  
IRS estimates that 20 to 25 percent of eligible taxpayers fail to claim the credit which could put as much as $4,824 into the pockets of a family with two children, or send as much as $2,917 to a family with one child, or up to $438 for a worker with no children. In Volusia and Flagler Counties, that adds up to over $6 Million unclaimed each year.  The Earned Income Tax Credit is the federal government’s largest program benefiting lower earning workers and the second highest funded program after Social Security. 
“The extra dollars eligible taxpayers can get through EITC thanks to the Campaign for Working Families can make a huge difference in getting through these rough times,” said Loretta Wilary, Project Coordinator of the Campaign for Working Families, “but they must file tax returns, even if they aren’t required to file, and claim the credit to receive it.”
“Here at the United Way, we see this as an important part of going beyond traditional models to helping solve community problems by attacking them at the roots.  The Campaign for Working Families works year round to help increase financial stability for families which in return helps to prevent a myriad of problems from everything from homelessness to substance abuse,” said United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties President Ray Salazar. 

Many individuals and families may qualify for the credit for the first time this year because of unemployment or other changes in their financial, marital or parental status.  And the funds will help to bring in more money to our community and help stimulate the economy.  
Many families are already taking advantage of this tax credit and free tax services.  Loren “Coop” Cooper never thought that he and his two girls would be faced with homelessness.  But, thanks to Family Renew Community they are turning their lives around.  They have also taken advantage of the free tax preparation services through the Campaign for Working Families and will be receiving $4500 from Uncle Sam very soon that will be going into their housing savings fund.  “The services that I’ve been able to receive have helped me and my kids a lot and have helped me to go back to school to help give my kids a better future,” said Cooper.  
Taxpayers with the earnings of or below $38,646 ($41,646 if married filing jointly) for families with two or more children; $33,995 ($36,995 married filing jointly) for families with one child or $12,880 ($15,880 married filing jointly) if there are no children should check to see if they qualify.

The EITC is a valuable but complex tax break. Free help is available to determine eligibility and file to claim the credit at volunteer tax assistance sites or, for those who cannot visit a site during hours/days of operation, at a local IRS Taxpayer Assistance Center. 

In order to help raise awareness of this vital program many local governments have signed proclamations either honoring January 31st as National Earned Income Tax Credit Day or that their community that is focused on financial education and stability for working families. 

City/County Proclamations (complete text of proclamations can be found at www.liveunitedinvolusiaflagler.org ) 
	Area
	Proclamation

	Flagler County
	Jan 31st – Earned Income Tax Credit Day

	City of Ormond Beach
	Community of Financial Education and Stability For Working Families

	City of Daytona Beach
	VITA Tax Season Kick-off Day

	City of Deltona
	Community Focused on Financial Education and Stability for  Working Families

	City of Deland
	Community Focused on Financial Education and Stability for  Working Families

	City of Daytona Beach Shores
	Community Focused on Financial Education and Stability for  Working Families

	City of Port Orange
	Community Focused on Financial Education and Stability for  Working Families


Campaign for Working Families, based at the United Way of Volusia and Flagler Counties, is a prosperity campaign serving Volusia and Flagler counties of Florida. Their mission is to increase the resources available to the working poor, primarily through providing free tax preparation and financial literacy training so they can begin to build assets and become financially secure -giving people the tools to succeed -- changing the way people live.  They rely heavily on their community partners: Bank of America, IRS, Federal Reserve Bank, Center for Business Excellence, Community Foundation of East Central Florida, and Wachovia Banks.  For location, days and times, visit www.cfwffla.org or in Volusia County call 386-253-0563 or in Flagler County call 386-313-2506.

The United Way of Volusia-Flagler improves lives and builds a stronger community by bringing together hearts, minds and resources from across the region and by developing effective partnerships with businesses, government and nonprofit organizations. For more information, please visit the web-site www.LiveUnitedInVolusiaFlagler.org 
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