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United Way Donates $20,250 to Local Food Banks During Holidays
As food banks continue to try keeping pace with an unprecedented demand for basic human needs during the holidays, the United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties has combined with the Women's Initiatives and the Community Foundation to authorize the distribution of a total of $20,250 in funds to various partner agencies.

 

The United Way's board of directors voted Nov. 30 to approve a $10,000 disbursement from its reserves. That comes on top of a $5,250 disbursement from the emergency funds of the Women's Initiatives and an additional $5,000 from the Community Foundation.

 

"It's the best time of the year, but it's also the worst time of the year for people who don't have anything," United Way president Ray Salazar said. "If you don't have any work or any food in the pantry, this can be a dismal time of year. So we hope that this will help brighten things."

 

Agencies in Volusia County receiving funds and food purchase credits are: Neighborhood Center, Jewish Federation, Halifax Urban Ministries, Catholic Charities and the Salvation Army. Recipients of the special allocation in Flagler County are: Feed Flagler, Flagler Resource Center in Bunnell and St. Vincent de Paul in Flagler Beach.

 

Through the Second Harvest Food Bank of Central Florida, every dollar donated has the capability of purchasing an additional $9 worth of food. Dave Krepcho, Second Harvest's president and CEO, is bracing for an even busier demand for meals after distribution during November and December of 2008 increased 60 percent over the same period from the previous year.

 

"For years, our focus has been on people at the poverty level or below," Krepcho said. "What we're seeing is a new phenomenon, and I haven't seen it in my 18 years of food banking around the country."     

 

The United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties improves lives and builds a stronger community by bringing together hearts, minds and resources from across the region and by developing effective partnerships with businesses, government and nonprofit organizations.  Each year the United Way holds a fundraising campaign to help fund more than 83 programs from 43 local partner agencies.  For more information, please visit the web-site www.LiveUnitedInVolusiaFlagler.org  or call 2-1-1 (386-253-0564)  if you or someone you know needs help or wants to learn how to Give, Advocate, or Volunteer.  

