[image: image5.jpg]United
Way 4

Volusia-Flagler Counties



[image: image1.jpg]@ VOLUNTEER CENTER
UNITED WAY OF VOLUSIA-FLAGLER COUNTIES




PRESS RELEASE
The Volunteer Center
United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties, Inc.



3747 West International Speedway Blvd.






Daytona Beach, FL 32124-1011

PH: 386.253.0563  FAX: 386.253.9517

www.unitedway-vfc.org
For immediate release:



For more information, call:

April 23, 2009


Laura Zublionis, Volunteer Center Dir. at ext. 239

The Volunteer Center of the United Way Honors 

Volunteers in an Outstanding Way
It was an exciting day for volunteerism as over 400 people gathered at the Ocean Center to celebrate the 2008 Outstanding Volunteers of the Year: Those Who Truly Live United.  The annual event is presented by the Volunteer Center of the United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties and Bright House Networks and coincides with National Volunteer Week, United Way’s Week of Thanks and Florida’s Volunteer Month. 

The Master of Ceremonies for this event was WESH2New’s Jim Payne and was filled with heart warming stories of the people and groups that helped to change thousands of lives in 2008. 

Individuals were nominated earlier this year from a variety of local nonprofit agencies throughout Volusia and Flagler Counties.  The nominees and winners represent a truly diverse and talented group that showcase the hard work, dedication and community change that volunteers put out each and every day.  This year honors over 80 nominees including several groups. The total number of hours served by our nominees in 2008 is close to 45,000.  The estimated value of those volunteer hours, according to the Points of Light Institute is over $900,000 of additional support to our community.
During the ceremony the Volunteer Center at the United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties was also presented with a $10,000 award from USAWeekend for their continued outstanding work through Make a Difference Day.  The $10,000 check was presented by Lori Kopp of the Daytona Beach News-Journal in proxy for USAWeekend. 

The awards were divided into 9 different categories: youth, adult, education, and senior individuals; civic and corporate groups; disaster response volunteers and the local “Make a Difference Day Project of the Year” Award; plus the esteemed 2008 Live United Community Award.  
The Winners and Awards

The runner-up and winner in each category were honored.  In addition, 11 of the winners also received the prestigious Presidential Volunteer Service Awards.  The President’s Volunteer Service Award recognizes individuals, families, and groups that have achieved a certain standard – measured by the number of hours of service over a 12-month period or cumulative hours earned over the course of a lifetime.  In addition to the award, recipients are also given a congratulatory letter from the President of the United States of America.  
	Award Winner’s Name
	Award

	Halifax Obstetrics/Gynecology Associates
	2008 LIVE UNITED Community Award 
(formerly Overall Outstanding Volunteer of the Year)

	Susie Marsh
	Runner-Up for 2008 Outstanding Adult Volunteer of the Year

	“Grandma” Mary Patterson
	2008 Outstanding Senior Volunteer of the Year

	Dana Allen
	Runner-Up for 2008 Outstanding Senior Volunteer of the Year

	Ryan M. Rinaldo
	2008 Outstanding Youth Volunteer of the Year

	Jeffrey Ronald Zolkowski
	Runner-Up for 2008 Outstanding Youth Volunteer of the Year

	Benjamin Farajallah
	2008 Outstanding Education Volunteer of the Year

	Ida Giammanco
	Runner-Up 2008 Outstanding Education Volunteer of the Year

	DeLand Breakfast Rotary Club
	2008 Outstanding Civic Volunteer Group of the Year

	Kiwanis Clubs of Volusia and Flagler Counties


	Runner-Up for 2008 Outstanding Civic Volunteer Group of the Year

	Halifax Obstetrics/Gynecology Associates
	2008 Outstanding Corporate Volunteer Group of the Year

	Benedict Advertising & Bright House Networks
	Runner-Up for 2008 Outstanding Corporate Volunteer Group of the Year

	K-9 Search & Rescue of Orange City, Inc. 
	Outstanding Disaster Response Volunteer Group of the Year

	Nayda Cuevas
	2008 Outstanding Adult Volunteer of the Year

	Girl Scout Troop 1085
	2008 Outstanding Youth Group of the Year

	Youth Works
	Runner-Up for 2008 Outstanding Youth Group of the Year


The Live United Community Award Winner

Back in January of 2008, when the Halifax Obstetrics and Gynecology Associates heard about the plight of some pregnant women in Flagler County who were having difficulty accessing care, they contacted the Flagler County Health Department (FCHD) and have been volunteering their services ever since. Dr. Carbiener, and midwives Laurie Bell, Carmel Frawley and; Patricia Kruse, at Halifax OB-GYN fill a unique gap. Since FCHD has been seeing pregnant women (1980’s) this is the first time a woman could receive pre-natal care at FCHD up to the point of delivery.  Previously women would have to drive to Volusia or St Johns County during the last month of their pregnancy. With little public transportation available, gas costs fluctuating and the current economic turmoil women now can receive prenatal care close to home up to the point of delivery.  This extraordinary group helps to see over 40 women each month.  
President’s Call to Service Awards
This national award is bestowed upon volunteers who have accumulated over 4,000 volunteer hours in their lifetime.  

Edward A. Marusa, Jr is a gentleman who has truly dedicated his life to service, volunteering for such organizations such as Stewart-Marchman-Act-Behavioral-Healthcare, United Way, American Heart and American Lung Associations, Hospice of Volusia-Flagler and the Knights of Columbus. He has been recognized for his service numerous times dating back to 1973 & 74’s Holly Hill Recreation Department’s Award for Outstanding Service.

Dixie Blake, Linda Crisp and Robin King of The United Way Volunteer Center’s Recognition Committee. Three women whom without this event truly would not be possible.  They have been tremendous supporters of United Way and its Volunteer Center for years in addition to many other service organizations such as rotary, sister cities or the women’s initiative.

This year’s Outstanding Volunteers of the Year Luncheon was made possible thanks to the generous donations from Bright House Networks, The Ocean Center, Root Organization, International Speedway Corp., Consolidated-Tomoka Land Co., GE Volunteers, News-Journal, RBC Bank, and SunTrust Bank

The Volunteer Center of the United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties, Inc. was established in 1977 and is dedicated to promoting and nurturing volunteerism in the Volusia and Flagler communities through the recruitment, development, placement and recognition of individuals and groups contributing time and talent to organizations which improve the quality of life for our residents.  The Volunteer Center is a Points of Light and Hands-On Network Affiliate and a member of the Florida Association of Volunteer Centers.  
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